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Re: Petition of MClmctro Access Transmission Services LLC for Any Approvals
Required for C

g
R tr t '

2nd Name Change
Docket No.

Dear Ms. Boyd:

Attached for filing on behalf ofMClmctro Access Transmission Services LI.C d/b/a
Verizon Access Transmission Services is a Petition.

By copy of this letter, we are serving the South Carolina Office of Regulatory Staff
with a copy of this Petition and attach a certificate of service to that cffcct.

if you have any questions regarding this matter, please advise.

Very truly yours,

WILLOUGIIBY 8c HOEFER, P.A

JMSH/sw
Enclosure

cc: D. Dukes Scott, Esquire
Shannon Bower Hudson, Fsquire
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Restructuring and Name Change

)
)
) CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE
)

This is to certify that I have caused to be served this day one (I) copy of a

Petition for the above-captioned matter via electronic mail and first class mail at the

addresses indicated below:

C. Dukes Scott, Esquire
Shannon Bower kludson, Esquire

South Carolina Office of Regulatory Staff
1401 Main Street, Suite 900

Columbia, SC 29201
cdscott@regstaff.sc.gov

shudson@regstaff. sc. gov

Columbia, South Carolina
August 19, 2016
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Petition, of MClmetro Access
Transmission Services LLC for Any
Approvals Required for Corporate
Restructuring and Name Change

)
)
) P~ETIIIO
)

MCImetro Access Transmission Services LLC d/b/a Verizon Access

Transmission Services ("MChnetro LLC") respectfully petitions the Public Service

Commission of South Carolina ("Commission") for approval (1) to change its name to

MCImetro Access Transmission Services Corp. d/b/a Verizon Access Transmission

Setvices ("MClmetro Corp.") as the result of its planned conversion from a limited

liability company to a corporation; and (2) to undhrtake a corporate restructuring that will

inerge MCImetro Access Transmission Services of Massachusetts, Inc. ("MCImetro

Mass") into MClmetro Corp., leaving MCImetro Corp. as the surviving entity. This

Petition is filed pursuant tb S.C. Code Ann. ss 58-9-310 (2015) and in accordance with 10

S.C. Code Regs. 103-S25 (2012).

I. DESCRIPTION OF THE COMPANIES

1. MCImetro LLC is a Delaware hmited liability company certificated by

this Commission as a competitive loca! exchange carrier providing local exchange

services in South Carolina as well as throughout most of the United States. MCImetro

Mass is a Georgia corporation thai provides service only in the state of Massachusetts.

MClmetro Mass does not operate, nor is it certificated, in the state of South Carolina.

2. MChnetro LLC and MClmetro Mass are affiliates. MClmetro LLC is a

wholly owned subsidiary of Verizon Business. Network Services inc., which is a wholly



owned subsidiary of MCI Communications Corporation. MClmetro Mass is a wholly

owned subsidiary of MCI Communications Corporation. MCI Communications

Corporation is a v'holly owned subsidiary of Verizon Business Global LLC, svhich in

turn is wholly owned by the publicly traded parent corporation, Verizon Communications

Inc. ('Verizon"). MClmeso LLC and MCImetro Mass share the same officers and

directors.

II. MCIMETRO LLC'S REPRESENTATIVES

MCIMetro LLC's representatives in this proceeding are its undersigned

counsel.

III. DESCRIPTION OF THE TRANSACTION

4. MCImetro LLC proposes to convert from a limited liability company to a

corporation and change the company's name to MClmetro Access Transmission Services

Corp. The conversion from a limited liability company to a corporation will enable

MClmetro LLC to acquire MClmetro Mass through merger. As part of the transaction,

after MCImetro LLC is converted into MClmetro Corp., Verizon's corporate structure

would be simplified by merging MClmetro Mass into MClmetro Corp. Aller thc

transaction is completed, MCImetro Corp. will provide service in 48 states (including

Massachusetts) and in the District of Columbia, and no separate MCImetro entity will

serve just Massachusetts. Diagrams depicting the corporate structure before and after the

transaction are provided in Exhibit "A."

5. The transaction will not result in a change to the rates, terms, and

conditions of the services that MClmetro LLC offers to customers. The proposed merger

will be seamless and transparent to customers. who will continue to be served in the same

manner as they are today. MCImetro Corp. vvill continue to be a wholly owned Verizon



subsidiary and will retain all of the manageriaL technical and financial resources that are

available to MClmetro LLC today. MChnetro Corp. will continue to conduct business in

accordance with all applicable South Carolina laws. rules, and regulations and thc orders

of this Commission. The proposed transaction therefore will not affect the operations of

MClmetro LLC and will be transparent to customers.

6. MCImetro I.LC intends to send its customers notice of the transaction in

or about September 2016. The notice will inform MCImetro LLC's customers of the

name change and merger of MCImetro Corp. and MCImetro Mass.

7. MCI Metro LLC submits that, because the proposed transaction and

resulting name change will have no impact on service to customers, no hearing is

necessary under II58-9-310 and thcrcfore none is "duc." Further, because no hearing is

due and MCIMetro LLC will be separately notifying customers, no notice of filing or

hearing is necessary under 10 S.C. Code Regs. 103-804.1 and 1 (2012) and these

requirements should be waived under 10 S.C. Code Regs. 103-803 (2012). Cf. In Ret

Application of (divest Commvnicarions Corporation, 2009 WL 9567646 (2009)

(Coniniission determining in Order No. 2009-65 that requirement of public notice may be

waived where a name change results from a conversion of corporation to a limited

liability company). Notwithstanding the foregoing, should the Commission determine

that notice is required or a hearing is due, that they be expedited as requested below.

IV. RELIEF REQUESTED

8. MClmetro LLC respectfully requests that the Commission grant its

approval so that: (I) MClmetro LLC may change its name to MClmetro Access

Transmission Services Corp. d/b/a Verizon Access Transmission Services; and (2)

MCImetro Mass and MClmctro Corp. may merge, leaving MCImetro Corp. as the



surviving entity. MClmctro LLC also requests approval to change the name of its

certiticate of public convenience and necessity to MCImetro Access Transmission

Services Corp. d/b/a Verizon Access Transmission Services, effective as of November I.

2016, or as soon thereaRer as the transaction is consummated.

9. MClmetro LLC further requests that the requirements for public notice

and a hearing be waived.

10. The merger is planned to be closed on October 31, 2016. MClmetro LLC

therefore respectfully requests that the Commission grant expedited review and approval

of this Petition so that an order of approval may be issued no later than October 14, 2016.

If notice and hearing are required, MClmetro LLC rcqucsts that any notice period be

abbreviated and that any hearing be scheduled accordingly.

WHEREFORE, having fully set forth its Petition, MClmetro LLC respectfully

requests that the Petition, and such other and further relief as the Commission may find

just and proper, be granted.

Respectfully Submitted,

WILLOUGIXBY Ec HOEFER, P.A.

BY: s/John M S Hoefc
John M. S. Hoefer
Benjamin P. Mustian
Post Oflice Box 8416
Columbia, South Carolina
29202-8416
803-252-3300

Auorneys for hlCImetro Access
Transmission Services LLC

Columbia, South Carolina
This'ay of August, 2016
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